VA17 ART HISTORY I

This is an introductory survey course taught to art majors and General Education students.  I have several basic learning objectives for the course:

1. Students utilize an esthetic framework for interpreting the meanings of art works.  I employ Harold Osborn’s construct of Instrumental, Presentational and Formalist theories to focus students’ attention on three traditional ways art is used and understood (H. Osborn’s Aesthetics and Art Theory, 1968).

2. Students read, interpret and apply primary source documents to form understandings of art and culture.  In this course students read Gilgamesh and the Iliad as epic tales to learn about Mesopotamian and Mycenaean/early Greek cultures.  I use a primary source reader, Linnea and David Wren’s Perspectives on Western Art, for selections from Egyptian, Greek, Roman and Medieval cultures.

3. Students practice writing summaries and comparative essays in every class session to prepare for midterm and final exams.  90% of a student’s midterm and final exam grade is determined by their responses to essay questions.  The other 10% is earned through slide identification.

4. Students prepare a research paper.

5. In several class sessions students work in groups to teach each other portions of literary texts.  At the conclusion of the in-class group work each student is required to write an essay integrating the presentations made by each group.
