VA17 Art History I 

In-Class Writing Questions

Units I and II

Introduction:

1. Compare/contrast the formal, presentational, and instrumental qualities of two figurative sculptures:  the “Diadoumenos” by Polykleitos and “Cross-legged Figure” by deKooning.

Prehistoric Art:
1. Summarize the presentational features of Prehistoric art.

2. In Prehistoric art, why are there so many images of animals?  How do you explain the differences in the way animals and humans are presented?

3. Janson says that Prehistoric cave paintings were used as forms of “sympathetic magic” in hunting rituals designed to improve the likelihood of killing increasingly scarce animals.  What other theory can you provide which explains the data (highly naturalistic presentation of animals, “arrows” pointing at animals, superimposition of images on walls, cursory treatment of humans)?

4. What questions do you have about Prehistoric art?

5. Considering Prehistoric man’s paintings and sculpture, what can you infer was “on his mind?” [Answer: naturalistic presentation emphasizing acute perceptual abilities combined with geometrical shapes and signs demonstrating latent conceptual abilities]

Neolithic Art:

1. Apparently cave paintings of animals were created by Prehistoric man as a form of sympathetic magic used in an attempt to enhance the success of the hunt.  Apparently plastered skulls of ancestors were kept in the homes of Neolithic man in an attempt to control/appease the spirits of the dead, reflecting a belief in animism (the existence of an invisible spiritual world independent of physical reality).  How are the mental processes of sympathetic magic and animism similar and different?

2. In the shift from a hunting/gathering to an agrarian society, list ways in which man’s thinking had to change.  How does he think differently about himself?  [Answer: Shift from an emphasis on perception to an emphasis on conceptual skills of planning, predicting, experimenting; a change from “living by your senses” to “living by your wits”; a need to become more social, subordinating personal gratification to higher social good] Is there a change in how he loves and hates?  [Answer: Shift from instinct to rationalization, development of “super-ego,” society develops laws]

3. Primitive masks all look frightening.  Why?

Interpreting the Sequence from Paleolithic to Early Civilization

Evidence:

From hunting/gathering to agriculture and domestication of animals

From small groups to cities of 1000’s

From caves to mud brick dwellings

From sympathetic magic to animism to belief in gods

From series of dots on cave walls to accounting tablets

From naturalistic presentations of animals to fanciful hybrid animal/men

From scant and cursory depictions of men to statues of Gudea

From fertility goddesses to few depictions of women

Question:

In this transition from Paleolithic to early civilization, how has human thinking (memory, imagination, awareness of time, perception) changed?  How has the human “sense of self” changed?
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Name:  _______________________
Gilgamesh Group Work

Please complete the following tasks in your group:

1. Read the tablet assigned to your group and provide a summary of its contents; describe “what happened” in this portion of the epic.

2. Itemize the things which are confusing or things which you don’t know when reading the text.

3. Develop a question you want to answer about this tablet.

4. What inferences can you make about the culture in which this was written?
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Name:  _____________________________

Group Work on Egyptian Culture

Texts:

A Royal Account of the Life of Queen Hatsheput, c. 1485 BC

The Book of the Dead, “Preserving the Heart,” c. 1560 BC

“A Description of the Egyptians,” by Herodotus, c. 440 BC

“The Nile Flood,” by Herodotus, c. 440 BC

“The Cairo Love Songs,” “The Songs of the City of Memphis,” c. 1320 BC

The Triumph of Horus, c. 110 BC

The Autobiography of Weni:  “The Career of a Court Official,” c. 2270 BC

Hymn of Aten, Correspondence of Rib-Addi to King Akhenaten, c. 1365 BC

Task:

1. Read text assigned to your group

2. (On a separate sheet of paper) produce a summary of your text.

3. Report to whole group.

4. (In the space below) write a summary of Egyptian art and culture incorporating features from all eight group reports and salient features of class lecture and discussion.

Summary:
