VA17 Art History I
Gilhooley

Roman Group Work

Texts:

Sophocles, c. 441 BC, Antigone:  Auguries

Cicero, 44 BC, On Divination:  The Science of Divination

Livy, c. 75 BC, The History of Rome from its Foundations:  The Establishment of 


Religion in Rome

Cicero, 44 BC, Cato the Elder on Old Age:  Old Age and its Rewards

Augustus, 13 AD, To Serve Rome with Courage, Clemency, Justice and piety

Ovid, 1 BC, The Art of Love:  Love is Never a Thing to be Hurried

Ovid, c. 8 AD, Metamorphoses:  We Can Not Think Him Moral, Our Augustus

Marcus Aurelius, c. 150 AD, Meditations:  Rules for Living

Apuleius, c. 150 BC, The Golden Ass:  Orgiastic Frenzy

Seneca, c. 65 AD, Moral Epistles:  On the Games

Task:
Work within your group to prepare a summary of your text.  When you present your text to the class, quote passages from the text to illustrate the major points of your summary.  Remember, it’s your job to teach the class about this text.  Then, listen carefully to the presentations of your fellow students, making notes and trying to identify themes which seem to characterize Roman culture.  Finally, prepare an essay that integrates the art we’ve seen in class with the ideas about the culture we’ve acquired from this group project.  Once you have a clear idea about the qualities of Roman art and culture, compare it to what we know about ancient Minoan art and culture.  Remember, on the final exam you’ll be asked to compare the art and culture of different civilizations, so this will give you some practice.
