VA17 Art History I

Medieval Group Work

Texts:

Beowulf, c. 700, The Battle Between Beowulf and Grendel’s Mother
Ahmed Ibn Fadlan, 922, Account of a Traveler:  A Viking Ship Burial

The Song of Roland, c. 1125, The Mighty Roland; Charlemagne and the Emir

The Rule of St. Benedict, c. 525, The Monastic Life

Peter Abelar, c 1130-40, The History of My Calamities:  Abelard’s Love for Heloise

Thomas Aquinas, c. 1267-72, Summa Theologiae:  Human Reason and Divine Revelation

Our Lady’s Tumbler, c. 1250, The Tumbler’s Service; The Virgin’s Care

Andreas Capellanus, c. 1170-90, The Art of Courtly Love:  To Talk of Love; To Act with Compulsion

Geoffrey Chaucer, c. 1390-1400, The Canterbury Tales:  The Clerk’s Tale; The Patience of Griselda; The Service of God

Dante, 1314-21, The Divine Comedy:  Inferno; Limbo

Boccaccio, 1349 – 1351, The Decameron:  The Black Death in Florence

Task:

Work within your group to prepare a summary of your text.  When you present your text to the class, quote passages from the text to illustrate the major points of your summary.  Remember, it’s your job to teach the class about this text.  Then, listen carefully to the presentations of your fellow students, making notes and trying to identify themes which seem to characterize medieval culture.  Finally, prepare an essay which compares medieval art and culture with that of classical Greece.  Remember, on the final exam you’ll be asked to compare the art and culture of different civilizations, so this will give you some practice.  Look back at your Greek Group Work for reference.
