VA17 Art History I

Group Work on Greek Culture

Texts:

Sappho, c. 590 BC, He Seems to be a God; Star of Evening; Anaktoria; The Arbor,
 Horses in Flowers; Percussion, Salt and Honey; Lyric:  Three Versions; Prayer 
to Aphrodite
Parmedides, c. 450 BC, The Way of Truth:  The Chariot Journey

Plato, c. 350 BC, Phaedrus:  The Charioteer

Herodotus, c. 443-424 BC, The Persian Wars:  The Delphic Oracle

Aeschylus, c. 458 BC, Agamemnon:  The Thing is Done

Hippocrates, c. 400 BC, Precepts:  Time is That Wherein There is an Opportunity;

 Aphorisms:  Life is Short, the Art Long; Nature of Man:  The Elements of Man’s 

 Body

Thucydides, c. 431 BC, History of the Peloponnesian War:  Pericles’ Funeral Oration

Euripides, c. 425-415 BC, Andromache:  Where’s There a Man That Doesn’t Find You 


Odious; The Trojan Women:  Oh Darling Child I Loved Too Well for Happiness

Aristotle, c. 350 BC, Metaphysics:  On the Pythagoreans

Aristotle, c. 350 BC, Nicomachean Ethics:  The Pursuit of Happiness

Virgil, c. 30 BC, The Aeneid:  The Wooden Horse, The Death of Laocoon

Task:
Work within your group to prepare a summary of your text.  When you present your text to the class, quote passages from the text to illustrate the major points of your summary.  Remember, it’s your job to teach the class about this text.  Then, listen carefully to the presentations of your fellow students, making notes and trying to identify themes which seem to characterize Greek culture.  Finally, prepare an essay which integrates the art we’ve seen in class with the ideas about the culture we’ve acquired from this group project.  Remember, on the final exam you’ll be asked to compare the art and culture of different civilizations, so the first step will be for you to develop clear ideas about the complexities of individual cultures.
