SUFFOLK COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Ammerman Campus

Course Outline

Course:

VA17 Art History I, sections 0906, 0908

Semester:

Fall 2000

Instructor:

Dan Gilhooley

Required Text:  
History of Art, Vol. I, 5th Edition, by H. W. Janson, Prentice Hall and Harry Abrams, Publishers.

1. Instructional Procedures:

A. Lecture and slide presentation.

B. Group presentations and in-class writing.

C. Museum visit.

2. Student Requirements:

A. Students will attend all classes and participate in class discussions and activities.  During the course of the semester one absence will be permitted, after which further absences will reduce a student’s final grade.  Three or more absences will be cause for withdrawing the student from the course.

B. Students will complete all reading and writing assigned during the course.  Weekly reading will be assigned from the text; there will be regular, brief, in-class writing assignments based on both outside reading and class discussion, which will be periodically graded.  (Students should expect to make frequent use of a notebook during class.)  Students will write a 6-8 page typewritten paper completed in conjunction with a museum visit.

C. Due dates:

Midterm Exam


(0908)  Oct. 30






(0906)  Nov. 1

Paper




(0908)  Dec. 4






(0906)  Dec. 6

Final Exam



(0908)  Dec. 18






(0906)  Dec. 20

3. Grading:

A. Criteria include attendance, punctuality, participation, skillful and timely completion of work.  The instructor may reduce a student’s final grade for deficiencies in these areas.

In-class writing



25%

Midterm and final exams


50%

Paper




25%

Exams will include slide identification and essay, with the majority of the grade based on the essay.  The final exam will include “unknown” works by artists/cultures studied in class.  No makeup exams will be given.

4. Course Objectives:
By the end of the course students will be able to analyze the historical and esthetic significance of artifacts from the Prehistoric era to the Renaissance utilizing the following framework (derived from H. Osborne’s (1968), Aesthetics and Art Theory):
A.  Instrumental theories of art emphasize the practical purposes art has historically served.  Students will:

1.   Explain art as an instrument of magic and ritual.
      
2.   Describe art as craft, as a product of industry.


3.   Interpret art as an instrument of education and the communication of social
           

 ideas and values.


4.   Explain art as a vehicle for moral or religious indoctrination.

5.   Explain art as an instrument for the expression/communication of emotion.


6.   Describe art as a means for the vicarious appreciation of experience.

B. Presentational theories of art focus on qualities of artistic imagery, on the 
artwork’s mimetic or abstract attributes.  Mimetic art presents an imitation of reality, conversely, abstract art places emphasis on the artifact itself rather than a subject which is imitated.  Students will:


1.  Demonstrate how naturalistic and realistic art tries to accurately represent the
     

actual world.


2.  Show how idealistic art attempts to transcend mundane and imperfect reality to
     

represent a more perfect, ideal world.


3.  Describe how imaginative art attempts to create an improbably or 



“unachieved” reality.


4.   Interpret abstraction as a form of presentation independent of actual 



appearances.

C. Formalist theories of art emphasize the visual properties (i.e., design) of the artifact.  Students will:


1.  Analyze the spatial and color attributes of works of art.


2.  Describe the aesthetic use of materials and techniques used to create the 


artifact.


3.  Assess compositional features of an artifact in terms of concepts such as order,
    

unity, balance, symmetry, proportion, etc.

5.  Syllabus:

Part I:  Ancient World
Unit I:  Introduction and Prehistoric Art

Read:  
Introduction, 
pp. 16-43



Chapter 1, 
pp. 48-57

Unit II:  Ancient Near Eastern Art

Read:
Chapter 3,
pp. 78-97

Unit III:  Egyptian Art

Read:
Chapter 2,
pp. 58-77

Unit IV:  Aegean Art

Read:  
Chapter 4, 
pp. 98-109

Unit V:  Greek Art

Read:  
Chapter 5,
pp. 110-163

Midterm Exam
Unit VI:  Etruscan Art
Read: 
Chapter 6,
pp.  164-175

Unit VII:  Roman Art

Read:
Chapter 7, 
pp. 176-211

Unit VIII:  Early Christian and Byzantine Art

Read: 
Chapter 8,
pp. 212-243
Part II Middle Ages

     Unit IX:  Islamic Art
     Read: 
Chapter 1, 
pp. 261-283

     Unit X:  Early Medieval and Romanesque Art

      Read:  
Chapters 2 and 3,
pp. 284-329

     Unit XI:  Gothic Art

      Read:
Chapter 4, 
pp. 330-387

     Final Exam
