VA17 Art History I Term Paper

Assignment:

6-8 page, typewritten paper which compares two works of art (in the collection of the Metropolitan Museum of Art) representing two different cultures.  Select art from Mesopotamian (i.e., Akkadian, Assyrian, Babylonian, Neo-Babylonian, Sumerian or Persian), Egyptian, Minoan, Mycenaean or Greek (Archaic, Classical or Hellenistic) cultures.  Following the format below, the paper should analyze the formal, presentational and instrumental qualities of the two works of art.  Employing additional primary source material (e.g., documents or literary works from the cultures studied), the paper should explain how the artistic qualities present in the art works represent the cultures in which they were made.  The paper should include photographic reproductions of the two works discussed.  MLA style should be used for bibliographic citations.

Basic Format:

1. Introduction:  Identify pieces and describe the plan for the paper

2. Describe the formal, presentational and instrumental qualities of art work “A”

3. Compare/contrast the formal, presentational and instrumental qualities of art work “B”

4. Synthesize the comparison of the two art works with additional primary source material to make a meaningful comparison of the two cultures

5. Conclusion:  Summarize the basic findings of your analysis
