ID45 Honors:  Making Meaning:  Introduction to Reasoning and Research

Research Paper

The following format is recommended as a general guide for your research paper.  Forms of intellectual discourse differ, so that a paper dealing with literary analysis might be organized very differently than a paper treating a subject in the social sciences.  Nonetheless, the following format is pretty generic.  Most all academic disciplines have their own “style guides,” (e.g., CBE Style Guide:  Guide for Authors, Editors and Publishers in the Biological Sciences; or the American Mathematical Society’s A Manual for Authors of Mathematical Papers).  For this assignment students should use either APA or MLA style guides (Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, or MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, Theses and Dissertations) which are on reserve in the library.   Your paper should be 12-15 pages in length, typed and double-spaced.  Your paper is due May 13th (an outline and draft is due April 29th).

Abstract:


(You will write this after you’ve concluded your paper.)  Write a concise 150 word (or less) summary of your paper stating the research question and significant conclusions.

I. Introduction:
In this introductory section you will state your research question.  Sharply focus your question.  Explain why this is a compelling, important, “significant” question.  What will change once we know the answer to this question?  Remember, research of lasting significance begins by asking a “significant” question.  Explain your personal interest in this subject to let the reader know in advance how you came to study this problem, indicating your bias or point of view.  Conclude this section by providing the reader with an outline of what will follow.
II. Method:

Explain how you are going to go about solving your research question.  If you are going to conduct your own research (e.g., interview important sources), explain how you will go about it.  Certainly your paper will involve considerable review of scholarly literature dealing with your topic.  You must use primary source documents.  Do not rely on an article in The New York Times or Newsweek which cites a research study.  Instead, seek out the study cited and use this as evidence.  Your conclusions should be based on a preponderance of evidence, so you’ll need to review a lot of scholarly research before offering a conclusion.  It’s a good idea in this section to consider the limitations of your research (the conclusions you won’t be able to reach simply because you won’t be acquiring appropriate evidence).  Use either the MLA or APA guide for proper citation of sources with the test of your paper.

III. Results:
Here you will provide your answer to your research questions, using evidence to support your claim.
IV. Discussion:

Now explain your conclusions in terms of opposing arguments on this topic which you discovered while reviewing the literature.  This is a critical part of your paper:  without it your study will not be complete.  What are the salient points of disagreement between your conclusions and the opposing viewpoint(s)?   Argue your position in terms of each of these points.  Why is your conclusion more or equally valid than the opposing argument(s)?

V. Conclusion:
Here you will restate your question and your conclusion, within the limitations of your study explain why your view is valid in spite of opposing counter arguments, and explain the significance of your findings.
VI. Bibliography:

Use either the MLA or APA guide when listing the works cited in your paper.
