ID45 Weekly Writing Assignments

Week 2

Please outline Darwin’s argument in this “Recapitulation and Conclusion” chapter; briefly summarize Gould’s critique of this final chapter.

Week 3

Watson and Crick came to the emerging field of molecular biology from other disciplines.  Please describe what they each had to learn – by teaching themselves or each other – to accurately envision the structure of DNA.  Watson and Crick’s discovery of the structure of DNA was based entirely on the experimental work of others.  Please identify the experiments that were critically important to their discovery.

Week 4

Schrödinger’s essay “What is Life?” was very influential in shaping the research of a generation of scientists.  In fact, James Watson (originally an ornithologist!) has said that reading this essay caused him to research the structure of DNA.  Please explain how Schrödinger conceives of the problem of genetic transmission in terms of order and entropy.

Week 5
Of Freud’s case studies, the “Rat-Man” provides his most detailed description of a patient’s behavior in psychoanalytic sessions (actually the first seven sessions).  Therefore, Freud’s presentation offers a rich array of data from which to form questions and develop inferences.  From what the patient says, please identify and describe his neurotic symptoms.

Week 6

In his “Rat-Man Case” Freud seeks to answer several research questions.  These questions are not stated explicitly, but rather they remain embedded in his text.  For example, one of Freud’s research questions is, “What is the cause of the patient’s obsessional behavior?”  Please identify other questions he attempts to answer in his account of this case.

Week 7

This chapter, “The Darwinian Revolution’s Legacy to Psychology and Psychoanalysis,” comes from Frank Sulloway’s book, Freud, Biologist of the Mind.  Summarize Sulloway’s view on the various ways 19th century biology and Darwin’s theories about evolution influenced Freud’s psychoanalytic theory.

Week 8

Please identify several themes in these three short stories by Argentinean author, Jorge Luis Borges.  Articulate ways (if any) in which Schrödinger’s concepts of order and entropy, probability and mutation can be applied to these themes in Borges’ stories.
Week 9

Using evidence in the text, explain the cause of Miles’ death in The Turn of the Screw.

Week 10

Respond to one of the two following essay topics for Henry James’ novella, The Turn of the Screw:
a) Provide an analysis of the governess using Freud’s concept of motivation derived from unconscious wishes.  What unconscious wishes can you infer from the governess’ behavior?

b) Compare ambiguity and meaning in James’ story with the concepts of order and entropy Schrödinger discussed in What is Life?  How are ambiguity and entropy similar or different?

Week 11

Norma Broude and Eunice Lipton are two prominent American feminist art historians studying French 19th century art, and writing about Degas in the 1980s.  Each places the art of Degas alongside cultural and historical facts to reach very different conclusions about his personal values.  One author describes Degas as an artist who expressed ambivalent, sadistic, hateful feelings toward women.   The other author proposes that Degas was a champion of women, and, indeed, was one of the first feminists of the 19th century.  Discarding the possibility that Degas could have been simultaneously a misogynist and a feminist (in which case each author describes accurately an aspect of Degas), analyze their arguments to account for their different conclusions.  For example, do they use different data or do they interpret the same data differently?

Week 14 (two in-class group activities)

Pollock considered in terms of Mondrian, James and Borges:
Mondrian was an idealist.  By reducing visual experience to its most fundamental qualities, he claimed to be seeking/creating an ultimate spiritual state, a state of dynamic equilibrium where the tensions of life were held in a unique state of balance.  Pollock, on the other hand, brought a totally different esthetic point of view to abstraction.  When it was recommended that he study nature as a means of improving his work, Pollock responded, “I am nature.”  In what ways are the paintings of Pollock and Mondrian similar and different?

Henry James and Jorge Luis Borges made aesthetic use of ambiguity.  Using the terms entropy and order, contrast Pollock’s all-over paintings with The Turn of the Screw and Borges’ short stories.

Let’s Have Dinner:

Consider the scientists, writers and artists we studied this semester (Watson and Crick, Rosalind Franklin, Schrödinger, Darwin, Freud, Borges, James, Degas, Lipton, Manet, Mondrian and Pollock) along with a supporting cast of characters (Rat-Man and Anna O., The Governess and Miles, Dahlman and Lonrot, Victorine Meurent).  Imagine you’re eating dinner with them all.  Describe the scene.  What would happen?  Who would you sit next to?  What would you ask?  Who would you avoid?  How would these characters get along?
