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Epistemological Questions in Research

1. What is a fact?

2. Are facts enduring and orderly properties of the world which we discover through research, or are facts made by a researcher using theory to order the world?  Through research do we discover meaning or do we make meaning?

3. Can research be both a form of “disinterested,” unbiased observation, and a pursuit of data to confirm or refute a hypothesis?

4. When is there sufficient evidence to make a truth claim?

Questions for Alias Olympia
5. Is biography a legitimate form of research?  Why or why not?  Is autobiography a legitimate form of research?  Why or why not?  Is fiction a legitimate form of research?  Why or why not?

6. In terms of the epistemological questions above, please comment on the following statements by Lipton:


The initial research on Meurent is very satisfying.  I give myself a lot of 
leeway, permission to dally through material, to linger without knowing 
why.  I’m searching for any clues that will let me sketch a new picture, 
anything that will distinguish Meurent from the tragicomic cartoon figure 
drawn by the Art History literature. (p. 45)


…I walk the city pursing a dream, a ghost. (p. 87)


I am struggling to pull Victorine’s life out of the demeaning narratives that 
were written and the disgusting paintings made of her, but I know that it’s 
I who am stuck, I who am tying to pull free of some ancient sludge.  I who 
am caught in a tale of longing and blame, with neither beginning nor end.  
(p. 110)
